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Sara wrote Disraeli a charming letter praising the novel,
promising to use her influence with Colburn. He was not told
the author's name, and Sara copied out the manuscript in order
to preserve the secret. This alone demonstrates her profound
interest in the young author, for copying a manuscript is tedious
work, except as a labour of love. In any case anonymity was the
mode of the moment. A publisher would produce a novel called
So-and-So anonymously and follow it with another entitled
Such-and-Such, by the author of So-and-So. Colburn, who under-
stood publicity, led the world to suppose that the author's name
had been suppressed because the portraits in the book were so
true to life.

Consequently Fwian Grey became a success and the papers
reviewed it at length. For the two volumes in which it first
appeared Disraeli was paid ^200. Unfortunately the secret
of the author's name leaked out, whereupon a storm of ridicule
burst upon his jet-black curls. Colburn had done his best to
imply that the author of Vivian Grey was a man of fashion, and
the critics turned on him. In spite of that the novel went into
three editions*

Like many of Disraeli's novels it is largely autobiographical.
Vivian Grey's father was a distinguished literary figure and
Vivian is precocious and brilliant. This fits Isaac and Disraeli
well enough. A Lord Beaconsfield figures in the book* Most
critics agree that the hero of the first volume is Disraeli,

In June, 1826, after the excitement which attended the pub-
lication of Vivian Grey, Disraeli fell ill once more. Fortunately
for him the Austens were about to start on a holiday in Switzer-
land and Italy and invited htm to join them. One reels that the
inspiration came from Sara, just as the inspiration came later to
Wyndham Lewis from Mary Anne when Wyndham offered
Disraeli a safe seat at Maidstone,

All the charming and devoted women who furthered his
interests shared the prophetic inspiration that the gods loved him,
that he had success written on his brow, and one day the gate-
way of fame would be open for him. The desire to be associated
with success is common to most people, and women detect
successful qualities in a man more quickly and accurately than
others of his own sex* Thus Sara Austen reasoned no doubt that
this precocious and handsome young man, with his amazing
audacity tempered by a very real chivalry towards women, would
one day pass out of her life in order to scale the heights for which
he was destined, but at any rate for the moment he belonged to her.